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1. Definitions
·In order to clarify terms used in the presentation,         

we will offer some philatelic definitions:

a) Forgeries

b) Fakes

c) Postal forgeries - Counterfeits

d) Facsimiles (or similitudes)

e) Digital reproductions

f) Fantasy or Cinderella

g) Prohibited issues

- Abusive issues

- Illegal issues



a) Forgeries

·Made to defraud the philatelist.

·Some of these were originally sold 

to collectors as similitudes in 

order to fill out album space.    

But with time some of these were 

sold to collectors as genuine.

SOME EXAMPLES

·Spiro Brothers of Hamburg.

·François Fournier of Switzerland.

·Charles Hirschburger of Switzerland.

·Peter Winter of Great Britain.

·Senf Brothers of Leipzig, Germany.



a) Forgeries

·Jean de Sperati: 

The most technically competent    

forger of all timesé

·More than 600 rare stamps forged. 
Used mostly photolithography.

·Up to hundreds of examples of 
each stamp reproduced.

·Still thousands of stamps on the 
market today sold as genuine!

·Also created fakes.



b) Fakes

·Produced from genuine stamps (as 

a base) to defraud stamp collectors. 

·Fraudsters will add or change 

perforations, surcharges, margins, 

cancellations. Or they take them  

off or re-gum the stamps etc.é

·They will also often produce fake 

envelopes using genuine stamps.

EXAMPLE

·Raoul de Thuinfrom Mexico



c) Postal forgeries - Counterfeits

·Produced in order to defraud the 
postal system.

·Sold to large mailers or through 
convenience stores (rarely at PO)

·Usually made in large quantities 
and found on regular mail.

·These stamps are much scarcer 
than the regular stamps.

·These stamps are usually collected 
by specialists.

·Best, if kept on original envelopes.

·In certain countries, it is illegal to 
collect or even possess them !



d) Facsimiles- Similitudes

·Stamp reproductions that were 

produced originally without the 

intention to defraud anyone.

·Some of these issues, once taken  off 

their original base, can become quite 

dangerous to unwary philatelists.

·Certain similitudes can be taken off 

their base and used as stamps on fake 

envelopes or pieces. 



Examples of similitudes on covers found on EBay


